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On Wednesday. | went camp in Masterton by

train with Year 10 student. | ate apple crumble and
hamburger and icecream and hotdog and potato and
sausage and wraps. Then | did surfing very very ride.
It is a like Tokyo Disneyland attraction. Last, | did
water slider.
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with Jupiter

Last year | took an airplane and went to NZ. It was
already the next day when | arrived. After finishing my
9-hour flight, | went to the OKC office with the adviser
and | thought that | could rest at last. But | was very
nervous when | was told that | was going to see my
host family then. But when | saw them and saw their
smiles and they said welcome to me, | was relieved
with wonder. They listened to my introduction until the
end without making me feel bad, even though it took
time to talk about myself. A Japanese friend that | met
later said that she had to change families because
she felt she could not say what she wanted to say. So
| felt very lucky.

When the language school was over and | decided
to go to school, | was speaking in English that was
not perfect. | was thoughtfully trying to speak English.
I wanted to speak perfectly. But | cannot forget that
when the language school teacher was listening to my
stories she had a stern face. Having classmates with
totally different skin color and hair color talk to me was
interesting. But the only word | could return was “yes”
or 'no”.

In my free time | was talking with Japanese friends
from the same class all the time. | would ignore the
pointed stare of the classmates who could not speak
Japanese. That was when | wondered if | could really
get by when my words would not reach others.

Even though my classmates joked in class every day
and laughed happily, | did not know why they were
laughing. | just forced a smile. At that time, | felt like

| was not just alone in school but | was alone in the
whole country.

But there was a girl who was kind to me. She

talked to me every day, she always asked about me
to me another girl who was also kind to me. When we
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spoke, she always asked “Are you ok?”. So | felt that
she thought that | was strange, and | got mad at her.
But the words that out of my mouth were not English.
| got even more depressed and tried not to talk much
so that | would not hurt her feelings any more. But
later | heard that the girl didn’t think | was strange, she
was really just concerned that | seemed lonely,

| was convinced that not only were people were
giving up on trying to get along with me, but that | was
giving up on my own. That girl was not just worried
and gentle because | could not speak English, she
was trying be friends. Because | hadn’t noticed this
earlier, | got angry with myself. At the same time, | was
determined not to stare at the calendar waiting for my
return date. But things started to get better. One day
my friend told a teacher that he might look like my
mother. | joked that my mum does not have a beard
and my friend laughed. | was so happy. | also started
to read books written in English. Although they were
still books from the lower levels of elementary school,
when | was able to remember a new word from a
book and use it, | became confident about my English
ability and this furthered my motivation.

When Halloween came to an end, the day when
we were to go back to Japan come closer. My friend
who gave me the opportunity to make friends gave
me encouragement about being able to see my
parents soon. | tried not to show a lonely face or say
that | was sad to return. On the day before | returned
home, when | had the last hug from this girl, her back
was trembling. After that she regained her smile and
said goodbye. She was waving her hands until we
could not see each other. | was not alone in NZ. | was
a member of a family, a friend, a teacher and now an
advisor that people should study abroad.



In 2017 we hosted a number of students

from Japan, from a variety of different
secondary schools. The girls stayed for
varying periods of time, some for just the
first term and others for the full year. Thank
you to all the homestay host families who
have given the girls such a unique Kiwi
experience. Their presence in our school is
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Morioka Seio High School

Tel

lwate Prefecture, Japan 020-0114

019-661-3633

Fax 019-663-0819
E-mail www.morioka-seio.ed.jp/info

1-21-14 Takamatsu, Morioka City,

Morioka

The Capital City
of lwate




